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U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos today announced 349 U.S. schools as National Blue 

Ribbon Schools for 2018. Among them are Saratoga Union School District’s Argonaut Elementary 

and Redwood Middle Schools. The recognition is based on a school’s overall academic performance 

or progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups.  

 

“I'm pleased to celebrate with you as your school is named a National Blue Ribbon School,” said 

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos in a video message to the honorees.  “We recognize and 

honor your important work in preparing students for successful careers and meaningful lives. 

Congratulations on your students' accomplishments and for your extraordinary commitment to 

meeting their unique needs.” 

 

The coveted National Blue Ribbon Schools award affirms the hard work of educators, families and 

communities in creating safe and welcoming schools where students master challenging and 

engaging content.   

 

Now in its 36th year, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has bestowed recognition on more 

than 8,800 schools. On November 7-8, the Secretary and the Department of Education will 

celebrate with 300 public and 49 private school honorees at an awards ceremony in Washington, 

D.C.  A small SUSD team of school and district representatives will participate. 

 

When learning that two of our district’s schools were recognized this year, Superintendent Nancy 

Johnson commented, “Given how few schools receive this prestigious award annually, the fact that 

both Argonaut and Redwood earned this distinction is a matter of great pride for our whole 

community.  Congratulations to Principals Karen van Putten and Barbara Neal, their students, staff 

and parents!”  

 

(continued)  



Excerpts from Argonaut’s and Redwood’s Blue Ribbon profiles: 

 

Argonaut Elementary School 

Argonaut’s motto is: "Inspire. Achieve. Learn. Play.” A dedicated and experienced staff enjoys the challenge of 

working at Argonaut with its diverse and talented student body, involved community members, and commitment to 

excellence in education.  Our students are bright, inquisitive, playful and creative. We aim for excellence in both 

academics and the arts, and this begins with a culture of "trying." We are a learning community that celebrates the 

whole child, where we recognize the potential for creative expression and we encourage an appreciation of artistic and 

musical contributions as much as we celebrate the traditional core academic subjects. 

 

One of Argonaut’s key strengths is what John Hattie's “Visible Learning” research recognizes: nurturing student-

teacher relationships from the very first day of school where teachers learn about each child and find ways to support 

each student, students in turn have a voice in school improvement and change.  

 

 

Redwood Middle School 

 

Redwood Middle School is a 6th - 8th grade campus devoted to the celebration of our diverse population. Stakeholders 

work together to ensure that each student receives a rigorous academic experience in a supportive environment.   

 

Academic excellence at Redwood is recognized through state assessments as well as regional and national math, science, 

music, and poetry competitions. Student learning is our top priority, and staff members continuously reflect on the 

improvement of teaching practices, the use of data to guide instruction, and engagement in professional development. 

Students who demonstrate mastery of mathematical concepts may enroll in the classes for which they are prepared to 

succeed, rather than by grade levels. Core courses utilize extended subject projects and cross-curricular investigations.   

 

Student well-being is a primary focus of Redwood’s recent self-study. Refinements included more creative options for 

students via electives, such as advanced strings orchestra, Writing-for-Real-Purposes, STEAM classes and enhanced 

after-school offerings such as Vex Robotics Club 

 

Social responsibility and character-building are developed through our Project Cornerstone asset-building lessons which 

focus on encouraging positive self-identity, growth mindset, digital citizenship, and creating a balance between the rigors 

of academics and daily student life. Additional programs that build a positive environment include WEB (Where 

Everybody Belongs), Caught in the Act kindness recognition, Club 47 social opportunities, and our service learning 

Leo Club. This past spring, Redwood was named as the county’s foremost “Middle School Caring School Climate” by 

Project Cornerstone.  

 

Redwood Middle School’s strength lies in its quest for the building of positive assets to create a nurturing environment 

that supports the academic success of all students. 

 


